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MIDLAND INDOOR
CHAMPIONS
In the Easter Term, the L5 
were crowned Midland Indoor 
Champions after beating 
High School of Dundee 4-1 
and Strathallan 4-3.

Alex Brattesani x2, Sasha 
Niven and Ellie Stott scored 
against High School of 
Dundee and Ellie Stott (3) 
and Michaela  McCarthy 
scored against Strathallan.

It was a fantastic team effort 
which made it Kilgraston’s 
fifth win in 6 years.

Dear Parents, 
As another busy term draws to a close, we have much success to 
reflect upon. The girls acquitted themselves superbly through the 
many entries at Perform in Perth, bringing home a host of prizes 
in the music and public speaking classes across all age groups. In 
sport, the girls have performed magnificently well and competed 
with characteristic determination and fair play. I have been so proud 
of them. The girls have been fully involved in the extra-curricular 
programme which continues to grow and I hope you 
enjoy reading of their many activities highlighted in this 
newsletter. It seems like no time since the seniors were 
preparing for their preliminary examinations and I am 
sure they will tackle their revision programme over the 
Easter holiday with a balance of rigour and relaxation 
in preparation for the forthcoming public examinations. 
Our end of term Easter mass was a joyous occasion 
and it was good to see a number of parents joining us 
for that celebration.
I wish you and your families a happy and blessed Easter.

Mrs Dorothy MacGinty
Headmistress
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High Notes
To everyone who told me last term that this term will be 
less busy for the music department – sorry you were 
all wrong! This has been a packed term of musical 
activities and the girls have risen to the challenge!
 
The term started with our first Winter Recital which 
gave the girls the opportunity to perform individually. 
This was good preparation for all the competitions 
and exams that were coming up. Girls were involved 
in both Associated Board music exams and Trinity 
College exams. We had nearly 100 pupils involved 
in the music in Perform in Perth and 40 girls took part 
in our own Kilgraston Young Musician competition. 
In addition, we had Leonie Brink winning the Perth 
Chamber Music Jubilee Award and Jenny Whitaker in 
the Rotary Regional Final – on voice not trumpet!
 
The string players have had some exciting 
opportunities to develop this term. In February, we 
had the Prep Schools Advanced String Day. Over 70 
visiting pupils from 9 different schools joined us for a 
wonderful day of string music and the feedback was 
terrific. The fiddle group had a performance at the Neil 
Gow Festival in Birnam Arts and in preparation they 
had a workshop with one of Scotland’s top fiddlers, 
Pete Clark.
 
The term has culminated in our new Spring Concert. 
We had some debuts of new groups including a String 
Trio and a Ukulele Group alongside our existing 
chamber ensembles. There was plenty of Abba and 
the Beatles and we finished with some rousing hip 
hop music! An eclectic, enthusiastic and energetic 
ending to the term!

Mr Jason McAuley
Director of Music

Leonie Brink

Perform in Perth Winners

Emma Denny Elementary Violin
Aimee Condie Timpani Solo &  
   Xylophone Solo
Leonie Brink  Clarinet Open  
   Solo & Woodwind  
   Recital
Amy Baxter  Scots Song Vocal
Early Years Choir Infant Choir Class
Junior Years Choir Small Primary  
   School Class
Chamber Choir Challenge Class

Kilgraston Young Musician 
Winners

Mischa Steele Grade 1 Class
Phoebe Thomson Grade 2 Class
Pippa Boyle  Grade 3-4 Class
Tabitha Knechtli Grade 5-6 Class
Emma Denny Junior Young 
   Musician 2017
Leonie Brink  Senior Young 
   Musician 2017
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Sports News

Badminton Championships

Senior
Senior Singles Winner
Arietta Manganiello 

Senior Singles Runner Up
Katie Stott 

Senior Doubles Winners
Katie Stott and Arietta Manganiello

Senior Doubles Runners Up
Catriona Norval and Lianna Inch

Under 16 
U16 Singles Winner
Alexa Manganiello 

U16 Singles Runner Up
Michaela McCarthy 

U16 Doubles Winners
Alexa Manganiello and Ellie Stott 

U16 Doubles Runners Up
Lola Irving and Michaela McCarthy

Under 14
U14 Singles Winner 
Alex Brattesani 

U14 Singles Runner Up
Joni Dalrymple 

U14 Doubles Winners
Joni Dalrymple and Alex Brattesani

U14 Doubles Runners Up
Ciara Forgie and Iona Aldridge

WOSPS vs DANDYLIONS NETBALL

Our A team consisting of Ciara Forgie, Tess Wylie 
(Captain), Jenna Sidey and India Duffy lost the 
game 32 - 20 but they all performed exceptionally 
well.
 
The B team consisting of Mhairi Knox, Kenna 
McKenna, Maia McLaren and Emma Leslie had a 
great game with the final score 16 - 16! 

European Hockey Championships

During the Easter Term, Emily Dark played in the 
European Championships in Lithuania for Dundee 
Wanderers and won a silver medal. During the 
championships, Emily scored a total of 6 goals for 
her team. 

Dundee Wanderers were also promoted to the A 
Division (Indoor) for next season so well done to 
Emily and her team.
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Kirkcaldy Cross Country

In January, Freya Howgate (L4) took part in the Kirkcaldy 
Cross Country and controlled 8.09 minutes over the 1K 
course. She finished 2nd overall in a field of over 40 girls 
(ages ranging S1 to S4). Freya won her age/class race 
with ease. 

SENIOR HOCKEY CHAMPIONS

In January, despite the wind and rain, the 
Kilgraston Invitational Senior Hockey Tournament 
took place and Kilgraston were crowned 
champions!

Kilgraston vs Firrhill Edinburgh, winning 2 – 0 
Goals from Katie Stott and Rebecca Wright. 

Kilgraston vs Robert Gordon’s College, winning 
1 – 0. Goal from Katie Stott 

With a second win under their belts, Kilgraston 
were top of their section and played Strathallan 

in the final. At full time the score was 0- 0 and 
the winners were decided by running penalties. 
Successful penalties from Katie Stott and 
Michaela McCarthy brought the score to 2 – 2 
with Emily Dark up last. Emily maintained her 
composure and slotted home, giving Kilgraston 
a 3 – 2 victory.

Final placings were:

6th Firrhill School
5th St Margarets, Aberdeen
3rd equal High School of Dundee and Robert 
Gordon’s College, Aberdeen
2nd Strathallan
1st Kilgraston

Dengie Winter Show Jumping Final

Connie Wang recently competed at the Pony Club Dengie 
Winter Show Jumping league finals in Aberdeen, having 
previously qualified at Howe, Fife.  Connie won her first 
class and was second in her next class, qualifying for the 
national finals.

Well done to Connie and Clover and best of luck in the finals.
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Ardvreck Netball Tournament

In February, our Under 13 and Under 11 girls 
played in the Ardvreck Netball Tournament.

Our Under 11 girls gained 4 points through 2 
losses and a draw but improved over the day.

Kilgraston Under 13 girls beat Strathallan 7-1, 

Belhaven Hill 9-3 and Loretto 10-0.

The final against Craigclowan was close all the 
way through but unfortunately the girls were 
beaten 12-10. 

Well done girls, a fantastic effort. 

Kilgraston Invitational U11 and U13 Hockey Tournament

International Hockey News

Under 18 Full Scotland squad - Emily Dark and 
Katie Stott have been selected to play for Under 
18 Scotland in the coming Internationals
 
Under 16 Full Scotland squad - Corrie Hay and 
Ellie Stott have been selected to play for Under 
16 Scotland
 
Development U16 Scotland squad - Michaela 
McCarthy will be playing at the HDM tournament 
in Holland.

U3 and L4 Badminton Championships

Well done to the 12 girls who took part in the 
Badminton Championships.

Singles    
Runner-up - Katherine Bailey
Winner - Maia McLaren

Doubles  
Runners-up - Maia McLaren and Polly Cave
Winners - Katherine Bailey and Hannah 
Morrison
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Swimming Gala Results

Participation Competition

1st           Kinnoull - 107pts
2nd          Inchcolm - 101pts
3rd           Moncreiffe - 79pts
4th           Arran - 73pts
 
U9 Champion: Lottie Dunphie
U9 Runner Up: Talia Macleod
 
U11 Champion: Caitlin Stocks
U11 Runner Up: Erin Forgie
 
U3/L4 Champion: Katherine Bailey
U3/L4 Runner Up: India Duffy
 
U14 Champion: Shona Graham
U14 Runner Up: Belana Negri
 
U16 Champion: Corrie Hay
U16 Runner Up: Rania Macleod
 
Senior Champion: Catriona Norval
Senior Runner Up: Alana Hood
 
Competition Event

1st           Inchcolm - 111pts
2nd          Moncreiffe - 79pts
3rd           Kinnoull - 76pts
4th           Arran - 69pts

Kilgraston vs Dunfermline

In March, our hockey teams played home and away 
against Dunfermline. It is a few years since Kilgraston 
played Dunfermline so another good addition to the 
calendar.

The 1st XI at home, in front of a good crowd, won 6 
-0 with goals from Rebecca Wright x 2, Katie Stott x 
2, Corrie Hay (first goal for the 1st XI) and Michaela 
McCarthy finishing in style.

The U4 team had a very convincing win, finishing 9-0.

L4 won 3-0 and then both teams U4/L4 combined to 
play one more round and won 3-1.

Muirhead House Hockey

This term, we played our annual Muirhead House 
Hockey Tournament (7 a-side on a full pitch). Moncrieffe 
finished the day victorious. Congratulations!

1st place        Moncreiffe    
2nd place       Kinnoull
3rd place        Inchcolm
4th place        Arran

Invitational U11 & U13 
Swimming Gala

This term, we had a fantastic afternoon 
of swimming at Kilgraston, playing host to 
Clifton Hall, St Leonards and Strathallan.

In the U11 competition, St Leonards led 
the way with Kilgraston finishing in a strong 
3rd.

In the U13 competition, Kilgraston were 
joint first with Strathallan.

Scottish Netball Finals

At the end of term, Kilgraston travelled to Motherwell to 
play in the L5 Scottish Cup Final against St George’s, 
Edinburgh.

It was a really tough game losing 17–10 at half time.  
The girls managed to get to within 5 goals of St 
George’s but didn’t catch up on the lead losing the 
game 33–21.

Well done to all the girls throughout the Scottish Netball 
competition; to get 1 team to 1/4 finals, 2 teams to 
semi finals and 1 to the final is a fantastic result.
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School News

Before February half term, eight L5 pupils flew 
to Switzerland to take red handprints from 
Kilgraston pupils and staff to the United Nations 
Office in Geneva to show support for the 
campaign against the use of child soldiers. They 
then had a tour of the UN and learnt about the 
work carried out worldwide.

The girls also had the rare opportunity to have 
a meeting with a UNICEF agent who works with 

the rehabilitation of children who have been 
affected by war and conflict in Uganda and 
Nigeria. The group also visited the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Museum learning about what 
can be done to help those caught up in natural 
disasters and conflicts.

Although it was a very busy couple of days the 
girls benefited greatly from this humanitarian 
trip.

Red Hand Day - Trip to Geneva

Chloe Bloice (Upper 1st) currently skates three 
times a week and has passed all her basic levels 
1-8 along with the progressive levels bronze, 
silver and gold. 

This term, Chloe sat her first advanced level 1 
test which was marked by an outside adjudicator. 
Chloe passed with flying colours.Chloe is pictured 
with her ice skating coach Neal a former British 
team member!

Sacred Heart Art Competition

Congratulations to all our Sacred Heart winners. 

R-L1 - Eve Maddox
U1 - Olivia Race

L2 - Clementina Meynell
U2 - Francesca Diana

L3 - Sarah Inglis
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Humanities Day

On Wednesday 1st March, five L5 girls attended Edgbaston 
High School’s Humanities Day.

The day began with a keynote speech from Natalie Haynes, 
author of The Classical Guide to the Modern World and former 
Perrier-nominated stand-up comedian, on the importance 
of following your passion. After this, the girls broke up into 
groups for a series of workshops: first, Jo Haskins, project 
manager at Turner & Townsend, led a session on planning 
a refugee camp; then Professor Tim Whitmarsh of the 
Faculty of Classics at the University of Cambridge gave a 
presentation on how the works of Homer might have been 
performed, including references to modern-day allusions; 
and finally, Anna Chrystal of the Lapworth Museum of 
Geology at the University of Birmingham gave the girls 
some hands-on experience of studying fossils. Over lunch 
there was a higher education and careers fair in the school 
library then, to end the day, Sir Ranulph Fiennes OBE spoke 
of his extraordinary feats of physical and mental endurance 
and his undiminishing desire for exploring.

Ski Trip to Les 2 Alpes

The Mexican students had THE most 
amazing trip to Les 2 Alpes for the Half 
Term week staying in a lovely, fully 
catered chalet very close to the main 
lifts.  They were blessed with perfect 
snow and wall to wall sun and blue 
skies - something of a miracle as the 
previous week most of the resort had 
been closed due to bad weather. 

Thanks to a brilliant instructor/guide 
(from Newtonmore - it’s a small world!) 
everyone had a great time. Several of 
the girls had skied a lot in the US & 
Canada but this was their first time in 
the Alps.
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Junior Years visit Edinburgh Castle

In March, in the Junior Years, Lower Second to 
Lower Third visited Edinburgh Castle.

The girls had two tours, in which they dressed as 
knights in battle and visited Mons Meg and the 
Great Hall among other top attractions. 

The highlight of the day was being given the 
opportunity to be right next to the cannon at 
one o’clock for it to be fired. Mr Dunphie kindly 
arranged a VIP experience for us and the girls 
loved it! Ear defenders and fingers in ears were 
definitely the order of the day!

INTER-HOUSE QUIZ FINAL

The final of the Inter-House Quiz saw Moncreiffe 
take an early lead against Arran, which they still 
held – by 34 points to 30 – with only the ‘Who Am 
I?’ question left.
 
Both teams submitted their answers after only 2 
of the 10 clues, for 9 points.
 
Both answers were different, which meant that 
the last question proved to be decisive. Arran 
guessed ‘King James VI & I’, Moncreiffe guessed 
‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’.

CONGRATULATIONS ARRAN who were 
crowned winners of the Inter-House Quiz 2017, 
beating Moncrieffe 39 points to 34. 

This year’s Home Clothes Day raised a total if 
£220.00 for UNICEF. A huge thank you to all the 
students and staff who took part.

Kilgraston Fiddle Group

This term, Kilgraston Fiddle group spent a 
wonderful afternoon performing at Birnam Arts 
Centre. The group received some fantastic 
comments and the experienced players were 
exceptionally impressed with how technically 
good the girls were.

VIP TREATMENT AT SCONE PALACE

At the start of term, a group of our girls were able 
to spend a wonderful weekend in the private 
apartments at Scone Palace by kind permission 
of Lord and Lady Mansfield.  Activities included 
a tour of the Palace and grounds, a trip to House 
of Bruar, watching the film “Belle” and learning 
how to make chocolate truffles with Elaine from 
Wicked Chocolate.
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Drama Workshop

The National 5 and Higher Drama pupils visited 
Dundee Rep for a workshop in Theatre Design 
on Thursday 2nd March.  The girls studied the 
elements of design from a theatre professional 
through a hands-on experience in the stimulating 
working environment of a theatre.  There was 
so much to see, including a scale model of the 

set onstage for ‘Death of a Salesman’.  The 
Rep’s designer and scenic artist also provided 
the girls with design tasks, which stretched their 
imaginations while giving them the opportunity to 
work together on producing their creative ideas.  
The afternoon proved to be a valuable exercise 
and enhanced the curriculum outside of the 
classroom experience.

Junior Years visit Scottish Parliament

At the end of term, U3 enjoyed an inspiring class 
trip to the Scottish Parliament. The girls watched 
a live debate discussing whether another 
referendum should be held and caught a glimpse 
of Nicola Sturgeon!

The girls also visited the Scottish National Gallery 
of Modern Art and will be using some paintings 
from the collection as an impetus for writing.

Staff 12 - 14 Upper Sixth

Debi Gliori visits 
the Junior Years

On the 23rd of March, 
children’s author, Debi 
Gliori, visited the Junior 
Years. She gave an 
assembly, demonstrated 
illustrative techniques 
and happily signed 
books for the girls. U4Z Cake Sale

On Shrove Tuesday U4Z 
held a cake sale to raise 
money for SCIAF and WWF. 

A grand total of £120.00 was 
raised over break time. 



Easter Term Newsletter 2017 13

SCIENCE NEWS

Science Week
 
Congratulations to the winners of the Science 
Poetry competition that took place during 
Science Week.

Upper Senior Winner – Jenny Caplan for her 
poem ‘Little Light’

Lower Senior Winner – Shona Graham for her 
poem ‘The Heart’

Junior Winner – Phoebe Thomson for her poem 
‘Science’
 
The poems were accurate in content, had 
nice extended metaphor and were eloquently 
ambiguous in places.

Kilgraston Readathon

For the period of Lent, a number of students 
have been taking part in the Readathon – a 
charitable initiative which involves their getting 
sponsored to read as much as they can within a 
given timeframe.

But apart from getting students reading for fun, 
the charity takes the money raised and uses it 
to fund storyteller visits, and  mobile bookcases 
jam-packed full of brand-new books for children’s 
wards in local hospitals.

As well as students tackling their favourite reads, 
some have gone on to challenge themselves 
with more difficult works by writers from Homer 
to Fitzgerald. And after having collected only five 
students’ sponsor money and run a bake sale, 
we already have £350!

A final bonus is that – once all monies have 
been processed – the school is presented with 
a Scolastic voucher to the value of 20% of cash 
raised, which will go directly to filling shelves in 
the school library.

Woodland Ecosystem
 
The Science Club have been working hard to 
develop the area at the back of the Science 
Centre into a Woodland Ecosystem. They 
have attended talks about conservation and 
developing an ecosystem from The Red 
Squirrel Society, Perth and Kinross Green 
Space Rangers and Perthshire Wildlife. The 
girls have worked hard to construct hedgehog 
huts, squirrel feeders, insect hotels, bird boxes 
and bird feeders all to encourage an increase 
in wildlife in the area. They have been regularly 
checking and surveying the ecosystem to look 
for indicators of wildlife coming into the area.

By Jenny Caplan
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Message from the Chaplain
Our first day back after Christmas saw us gather 
together as a community to celebrate Mass 
for the Feast of the Epiphany, when the wise 
men visited the baby Jesus. We end the term 
contemplating his death on the cross.

“Jesus dies on the cross.” Those five small words 
encompass the greatest mystery of all: the death 
of the Lord of life. The veil of the Temple is torn 
asunder, as the sanctuary that was Christ’s body 
is laid bare and his Spirit, the breath of God, 
leaves him. Even in his last moments Jesus’ 
thoughts were not for himself: he asked God for 
the forgiveness of his tormentors, and for those 
he was leaving behind.  In them Jesus saw 
not just the remnants of his family but the true 
beginnings of the Church. 

Lent gives us time to reflect on Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice for us and to consider how we respond 
to the needs of others. Do we put others before 
ourselves or are our own needs and desires 
greater?  Throughout Lent the Caritas group 
has led us in short reflections based on a prayer 
by St Teresa of Avila, which encourages us to 
contemplate how God works through us:

Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
no hands but yours,
no feet but yours,
yours are the eyes through which Christ’s 
compassion
is to look out to the earth,
yours are the feet by which He is to go about 
doing good
and yours are the hands by which He is to bless 
us now. (Teresa of Avila)

The senior school also took part in a hunger 
lunch which involved our students giving up their 
regular lunches for soup and a plain roll, with 
the money saved going to The Scottish Catholic 
International Aid Fund (SCIAF). We have also 
been collecting loose change through SCIAF’s 
‘wee box’ appeal. SCIAF work in some of the 
poorest communities in the world, helping them 

learn modern farming techniques so that they 
can grow enough food for their children and 
even start small businesses selling their crops. 
They also work in war-torn countries to rebuild 
communities; and they work to bring education 
to people of all ages making long term change 
in their lives. 

This term has also seen our Confirmation 
candidates begin their sacramental preparations, 
and we look forward to celebrating with them in 
the summer term.

Finally, on Saturday 25th March we attended the 
final vows ceremony of our previous chaplain, 
Stacey Cameron, who pronounced her perpetual 
vows as a Sister of St Peter Claver. We wish 
Sister Stacey well and keep her in our prayers 
as she begins this new phase of her consecrated 
life.

I wish you all a peaceful Easter and look forward 
to seeing you all in the summer term.

Miss Caroline Laidlaw
Chaplain
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