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Dates for the Diary
The Lily Procession at Kilgraston on Sunday 
27th November 2016 at 4 p.m. with refreshments 
beforehand. Past pupils and staff are warmly 
invited. 

The Christmas Concert at Perth Concert Hall on 
Friday 2nd December 2016 at 7.30 p.m. Tickets 
will be available from the box office at Perth 
Concert Hall. 

KilgrastonALUMNAE 
NE WS //  E VENTS //  PHOTOS

Kilgraston’s 85th Anniversary

2015 was a very special year as it marked 85 
years since Kilgraston opened as a school 
in 1930.  In June 2015, there was a school 

celebration.  The Reunion in August 2015 for 
past pupils and staff was a huge success.  

Kilgraston Old Girls’ Reunion 
SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2016

The school is hosting a day on Sunday 18th September 2016 to welcome back past pupils and 
staff to Kilgraston. There will be Mass at 10.30am followed by tours of the school and lunch.  

Please contact Mr David Milner, Marketing Manager on 01738 815517 or 
email marketing@kilgraston.com for more information. 

Transfer of the Swinton Fund to the 
Kilgraston Educational Foundation

The Swinton Fund has now been transferred to 
the Kilgraston Educational Foundation (Scottish 
Charity 030309). A huge thank you is due above 
all to Gay Giulianotti.   

The Kilgraston Educational Foundation 
dispenses awards, bursaries and scholarships. 
A limited number of means-tested bursaries 
are made available at the discretion of the 
Headmistress in conjunction with the Bursar and 
Trustees of the Kilgraston Education Foundation. 
Scholarship awards are also available for entry 
into U3/P7 onwards.  

If you would like more information, please 
contact  the Admissions Officer on +44 (0)1738 
812257 e-mail: admissions@kilgraston.com

Retirement of Mrs McCabe
In June 2016, Mrs Margaret McCabe, much loved 
Inchcolm Housemistress, retired at the end of 
the summer term.  She gave 28 years of devoted 
service to Kilgraston: assistance with Mass;  
teacher of Spanish and Religious Education, 
Head of Modern Languages, Housemistress of 
Inchcolm House. 

Mrs Dorothy MacGinty took up her post as 
Headmistress in April 2015. In February 2016, 
the school choir of 80 pupils, accompanied 
by parents and staff visited Rome. On Shrove 
Tuesday, under the direction of Mr Andrew 
McGarva, the choir sang at the 5 pm Mass in 
St Peter’s Basilica. The next day, they went to 
Trinità dei Monti to see the original painting of 
Mater Admirabilis. 
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We make every effort to check the accuracy of 
all announcements – apologies for any errors or 
omissions. 

Births: Congratulations
 

To Hugh and Mariko (Mizutani) Colvin, a 
daughter, Leona  on 8th February 2015 

To James and Rosanna (Bluett) Marriage, a 
daughter. Elsa on 3rd November 2015

To Andy and Emma (nee Crauford) Kenning, a 
son, Gabriel Andrew on 22nd February 2016

Engagements: Congratulations

Mhoraig Grossart to Colin Blair 

Marriages: Congratulations 

Rachel Crawford on her marriage to Neil Ives in 
August 2014 

Marisa Dawes on her marriage to Christopher 
Morrison in August 2015

Deaths: Our sympathy to 
 
The family of Sally Snodgrass (nee Thomas) 
who died on 7th March 2014 in Ayr.  Sally was 
married to John and had four sons. 

The family of Susan King (nee Dawson) who 
died on 19th October 2014 after a short illness. 
Her daughter Hilary Dickson (nee Brown) 
attended Kilgraston between 1975 and 1977. 
Susan came to some school reunions and 
enjoyed the newsletters and magazines. 

The family of Mairi Maclellan (nee MacDonald) 
who died on 20th July 2015.
 
Mairi was at Kilgraston between1945 and 1954. 
At school, she stabled her pony at Captain 
Milton’s in Bridge of Earn where she and others 
had riding lessons. She played centre half for the 
1st XI hockey team and she was a Blue Ribbon. 
Mairi became the proud mother of six children 
and grandmother of seventeen. She was sister 
of Gay Giulianotti(Macdonald),mother of Mairi 

Announcements

Kilgraston
Open Days

Saturday 1st October 2016, 11am - 2pm

Saturday 4th February 2017, 11am - 2pm

Friday 17th March 2017, 2pm - 4pm

Friday 28th April 2017, 2pm - 4pm
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Mansell (Maclellan) and sister in law of Maureen 
Sladden (Maclellan), all former Kilgraston pupils.  
She also had four nieces who attended the 
school.  Mairi died at the age of 79, surrounded 
by her loving family.

The family of Stephanie Chalmers who died on 
14th September 2015 of leukaemia, aged 26. 
Stephanie was  devoted to animal welfare and 
went to Dundee University. 

Elizabeth and Katy Pracy on the death of their 
father, Robert Pracy FRCS aged 94 on 7th 
October 2015. 

Victoria Dawes (nee Barilone), Emma and Marisa 
on the death of Mrs Emma Barilone (mother of 
Victoria and grandmother of Emma and Marisa) 
on 4th November 2015. 

Amelia Dunbar (nee Davidson), Harriet and 
Stephanie on the death of Sir Archie Dunbar of 
Northfield (husband to Amelia, father of Harriet 
and Stephanie) on 30th November 2015. He ran 
the family estate of Duffus, was dedicated to the 
service of the local community in Moray and was 
a Knight of Honour and Devotion of the Order of 
Malta. 
 
The family of Marjorie McHugh (nee Mahoney) 
(1929-2016). As a young girl, Marjorie Mahoney 
was sent from her birthplace in Ceylon, where 
her parents were posted, to rural Perthshire to 
board with the Sacred Heart nuns at Kilgraston 
Convent School. The school’s motto was, “Act 
with Determination”.   The Nuns ran a disciplined 
establishment and because her parents were 
living overseas, in an age before frequent air 
travel, she spent both term-time and holidays 
at Kilgraston until she was 18 years old.  This 
had some unusual consequences: for example, 
once she was confined to bed for two weeks by 
the nuns because she was growing too tall.  She 
progressed to be head girl so she must have 
overcome the height problem!  Upon obtaining 
her Highers, Marjorie returned to her parents’ 
care in Ceylon and to a closely chaperoned 
society.  Her two brothers Gerald and Michael 
both married and moved away to Canada and 
Australia respectively.  It was not until Marjorie’s 
early twenties, when she returned to the UK and 
joined the WRENs, that she had an opportunity 
to make her own life choices.  Marjorie learned to 

fly a glider and was the only WREN officer with a 
pilot’s licence.  About this time, her path crossed 
with a young RN Lt. Commander, Bernard 
McHugh, recently returned from the War. They 
married and had three sons, Patrick, Mark and 
Charles.  In 20 years of Bernard’s Naval service 
around the world, the family moved house 
more than 10 times. After Bernard’s retirement 
from the Royal Navy with the rank of Captain in 
1972, he and Marjorie bought their first house 
in Adlington.  Sadly, Bernard died in 1982. On 
behalf of the village, Marjorie was treasurer of 
the local Conservatives,  Governor of All Hallows 
RC school,  Parish Councillor, silver medal 
fundraiser for the RNLI,  a member of the WI and 
Royal British Legion, reader and member of the 
choir at St Gregory’s, and  a valued friend to her 
neighbours. Marjorie loved adventures and even 
in her late seventies was still flying a glider over 
the Canadian mountains and white water rafting 
when on holiday with her brother Gerald in 
Quebec.  She was always intensely loyal, proud 
and protective of her own family.

This Kilgraston girl certainly did “Act with 
Determination” particularly when she confronted 
her final illness.  Throughout her life she remained 
positive and steadfast to her strong core values 
and religious beliefs.    During the last year, she 
spent many hard months in hospital but in her 
last six weeks, she had once more by force of 
will achieved her greatest wish, to be back living 
at home, where she was at her happiest.   

Charles McHugh 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU...

As the school takes over  responsibility for the 
Association, it is appropriate to give warmest 
thanks to everyone who have so kindly 
volunteered over many years. 

Thank you to everyone who sent in news 
and photos for this Kilgraston Association 
Newsletter and especially to: Joan Blue, Anne 
Marie Losty and Kathryn Welch.

Please send in your news and information to 
the school. If you need to update your details 
please email alumni@kilgraston.com
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Three Generations of Kilgraston Pupils

My mother was a pupil at Kilgraston in the 
1950s (I think she must have left in 1958) and 
she was keen for me to follow in her footsteps. 
I was a country girl, more at home in the fields 
than in the classroom, so I loved the sense of 
space at Kilgraston – the woodland, lawns and 
opportunities to be out in the countryside. I was 
at Kilgraston for six years between 1980 and 
1986 and, although my year group have not met 
up too often at school reunions, I came back to 
get married in Kilgraston’s Chapel in 1992. We 
had our wedding photographs taken on the front 
lawn.

My daughter Sarah came to Kilgraston in the 
Sixth Form in 2013. Although she had a passion 
to study Law at university, she had been put off 
the idea at her previous school.  However, when 
we came to visit Kilgraston and met with Mike 
Farmer, who was Principal at the time, I always 
remember the way he believed in her potential 
immediately. His approach was to encourage her 
to follow her dreams.  He crafted a personalised 
timetable for her so that she could get the support 
she needed to obtain the grades required for a 
Law Degree.

Sarah was welcomed by the other Sixth Formers 
with open arms and she thrived at Kilgraston.  Her 
grades soared and she gained four unconditional 
offers to study Law with German at University.  
The support and encouragement she received 
at Kilgraston  really boosted her self-confidence 
and allowed her to achieve more than she had 
thought would be possible.  

Kilgraston today is a very different place to 
the school I attended. We were taught almost 

exclusively by nuns and there was a more 
old fashioned approach. Today, the choice of 
subjects and opportunities is vast. I sometimes 
wonder how the girls mange to fit in so much! 

Sue Cheape (nee Learmonth) 

Two Generations 

I never imagined that I would end up sending 
my own daughter to Kilgraston!   My parents 
were living in the Far East and it was felt that 
my brother and I should have a British education.  
Early one Sunday morning, on the way to visit 
my brother at Strathallan, my mother stopped by 
Kilgraston unannounced  and was shown around 
by Sister Healy. Half the boarders were still at 
breakfast in their dressing gowns and my mother 
was struck by the warmth and homeliness of the 
school. I quickly settled in with a group of other 
ex-pat boarders and although we all worked 
hard, we made our own fun too. Weekends 
were full of Jane Fonda and Betamax films of 
‘Footloose’ with occasional trips to Edinburgh – 
if our ‘note’ was good enough!  At school I was 
never the model pupil, and although I was Head 
Girl in 1988, when I left Kilgraston, I was bursting 
to go out into the world and planned never to 
look back. On my last Prize Day, I belted out 
‘God be with You’ in the Chapel, dry-eyed, full of 
excitement about university and the freedom it 
promised. 

Our daughter Eva had a wonderful time at the 
local primary school but the move to secondary 
school did not go smoothly. We found ourselves 
looking for alternatives. Eva had always been 
fascinated by the tales of my own school years, 
including midnight raids of the kitchen, illicit 
trips into Perth and ghost stories about the Grey 
Lady’s glove mysteriously changing hands in the 
middle of the night. Eva asked to visit Kilgraston 
on an Open Day and, somewhat reluctantly, I 
accompanied her. 
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While some parts of the school looked the same, 
in other areas, what a change! The Grange, 
where we used to store our luggage, is now the 
prep school. The science department has a brand 
new science block. I feel that Eva and I have 
had completely different educations, despite us 
both being ‘Kilgraston girls’. The school today is 
more academically focused, yet it also seems 
friendlier. The staff is much more proactive in 
approaching parents with concerns or questions.  
I have seen Eva blossom at Kilgraston which is 
all the justification I needed. 

Claire Runciman (nee Dewar)

Two Generations
 

I remember having my photo taken in Central 
Hall on my very first day at Kilgraston when I was 
struck by how warm and friendly the school was 
and how it had a real family atmosphere. Mrs 
Macleod was my Housemistress in Moncreiffe 
and I was captain of the Equestrian team. 
Together with Louisa Milne Home and Pippa 
Fisher, the four of us set up the very first Kilgraston 
Equestrian Championships at Gleneagles. We 
never imagined it would still be an annual event, 
twenty years later!

Kilgraston really helped nurture our talents and 
I was able to get good academic results whilst 
pursuing my love for riding. Throughout my time 
at school, I competed regularly and then went 
to Nottingham to train under Michael Whittaker, 
the world number one at the time. I was selected 
for the British equestrian team and competed 
all over the world.  Thanks to Kilgraston, I was 
able to pursue my passion for riding, without 
sacrificing my academic education. 

At school, I was best friends with Kitty Cameron. 
She was the sort of person who just lit up the room. 

We were inseparable 
and our parents are still 
friends. [Kitty Cameron 
was a gifted artist and 
some of her artwork is 
on display at Kilgraston. 
She went on to Edinburgh 
University but very sadly 
died of a brain tumour in 
April 2001.]

My daughter Chloe’s 
confidence has developed so much since 
she joined Kilgraston in the Reception class.  
Watching her lead her class out on the Perth 
Concert Hall stage at the Christmas Concert had 
her granny in tears. Chloe is determined to recite 
a poem at the Perform in Perth Festival. She 
loves knowing that I went to school at Kilgraston 
too and it seems to give her an extra feeling of 
security and reassurance.

Kilgraston is much as I remember from my 
years here with the family atmosphere and small 
classes.  It’s nice to experience the school as a 
parent, although I sometimes feel that I should 
be on my best behaviour in front of the teachers! 

Susan Bloice (nee Jack) (Kilgraston 1993 – 
1999) 

Equestrian News 

The Kilgraston Equestrian centre has an active 
programme of Pony Club camps and activities – 
please contact the school for further information. 

{From EQy News 2016 (Scottish Field):

• Lucy Alexander – Scotland’s first female 
professional jockey 

• Olivia Morison – One of the most sought-
after eventers in East Lothian.

• Rebecca Norval – Scotland’s exceptionally 
talented young vaulting champion.  

Sarah Houlden (nee England) is a British 
Eventing Accredited Coach and runs Strathearn 
Eventing.

Louisa Milne-Home offers individual coaching 
and has her own yard at Milnathort. 
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Charlotte Robertson left Kilgraston 2009 and, 
after spending a gap year working and training at 
an international dressage yard, she started her 
degree in sound engineering at Gloucestershire 
University in 2010. In her second year, she was 
awarded the Cheltenham Bowl for her outstanding 
contribution to the University and the local 
community. The citation states she went above 
and beyond to help improve the experience of 
her fellow students through her volunteering and 
tirelessly helping to run high profile events and 
recording and producing artists. The award was 
presented to her by the Mayor of Cheltenham. 
Charlotte graduated BA Hons and she is now 
a full time sound engineer, working with many 
famous musicians.   

News from Mexico

I cannot believe it has been nine years since I 
first went to Kilgraston as a pupil in Upper 4th 
and got to know Miss Losty and so many lovely 
people with whom I still keep in touch.  

In 2011, I finished school and straight away 
started studying Direction of Entertainment 
Business here in Mexico City as part of a 
Leadership in Communications extra curricular 
programme at my university.  I was able to visit 
many companies, places and meet influential 
people who always inspired us to give our best. 
In 2012, I was able to go to China and Thailand 
while in 2013 I went to India. These are trips 
which I will never forget and I learned so much 
from them. 
 

Last year, I went on an exchange programme.  
First of all, I was able to spend a four month 
season in Majorca, working in a hotel and after 
that I went to Lyon in France in order to improve 
my French. It was a great experience, filled with 
the ups and downs of living in new countries and 
the challenge represented by learning a new 
language. At the end of my trip, I was able to go 
to Scotland for a couple of days as a last minute 
extra to see Anna Reilly and her family who have 
always been so kind and welcoming to me. 

This past November I finished my degree, 
handing in a thesis about a platform to 
commercialise contemporary art in Mexico. I 
am very pleased to that I received an honorary 
mention and now I am officially a graduate!  I 
have a job in a PR agency which I absolutely 
love and I will be heading to Barcelona in the 
autumn to start a Masters degree in Protocol, 
Events and Business Tourism.

Sofia Arnau Martinez 

News from around the world...

Simone Farrer was a finalist in the UK Future 
Legal Mind Award competition. She is a fourth 
year Law student at the University of Glasgow. 

Anna Hobhouse has gone into Accountancy 
after her degree in History at Edinburgh 
University.  She has had outstanding success in 
her Accountancy exams. 

Jennifer Lovatt is working in Edinburgh as 
social media community manager for YELP, 
providing assistance to businesses.  Her younger 
sister, Joanna, is communications officer at the 
Bangladesh Youth Leadership Centre, organising 
training and writing about  sustainability. 

Dr Mariko Mizutani is living in Japan with 
her husband Dr Hugh Colvin and their baby 
daughter Leona.  Mariko’s older sister Hitomi is 
a pharmacist in Japan. 

Congratulations to Katie Robertson who won 
her first Scotland hockey cap in 2015. She has 
been selected for the GB under 20 training team. 
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Colette Shevlane had a chance meeting in 
Nagasaki with Trina Gregor, former Kilgraston 
Receptionist! It was such a coincidence that they 
were both there on the same day! 

Linda Strachan (nee Donfranchesco) has a 
new book for children, published this year.  ‘The 
Birthday Party’ was commissioned by RoSPA 
for the Go Safe Scotland Initiative and it gives 
helpful safety messages for young children in the 
home in a fun and interesting way.

Sister’s Bystram’s painting of Sacred Heart 
mandala featured on the 2015 Kilgraston 
Christmas card. 

Sister Bystram, Sister Girvan and Sister 
Hand are members of the Dalkeith Sacred Heart 
community. 

Congratulations to Sister Farquharson on her 
golden jubilee of profession. 
 
Sister Lawson lives on Iona at the Catholic 
House of Prayer. 

Sister Pope attended the 85th Reunion and 
passed on greetings from Sister Civiera.  

Bishop Tony Farquhar, the auxiliary bishop of 
Down and Connor, retired in December 2015.  
Archbishop  Martin of Armagh described him as 
a profoundly spiritual pastor and thanked him for 
his great service as teacher, lecturer, chaplain 
and in the area of inter-Church and inter-faith 
relations. He said how Bishop Tony would often 
speak to young people on the theme of the motto 
on his Bishop’s coat of arms: Sapientia Proficere 
(Increase in Wisdom) or, as he would frequently 
translate it for the young people: Grow up and 
Wise Up.  Bishop Tony is of course well known 
to the Kilgraston Association for his support at 
Reunions. His annual summer visit to Kilgraston 
is greatly appreciated and he also celebrates the 
opening Mass for the start of the school year. We 
thank him warmly for his great contribution. 

Sacred Heart News

Congratulations to Rebecca Shelley 
on her graduation. 
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Ilona and her Pet Fawn

A true story from the youthful days of Ilona Müller, 
related later to her daughters, Marika and Gloria.

“Like the deer that yearns for running streams, 
so my soul is thirsting for you, my God.”  Psalm 
42  v1 

Once upon a time, many years ago, Ilona or 
Ilus (pronounced as the ‘u’ in bush), (Helena 
in English), was born into an aristocratic family 
in the South of Hungary.  Ilona and her parents 
lived in a town called Pécs (pronounced ‘Paich’) 
where her father taught music.

During the school holidays, Ilona would spend 
some weeks staying with her older sister, Ethel 
(Etus), and her Lord Mayor husband, Jakab 
Jozsef, in the village of Baksa, in the county of 
Baranya.  Their home was just a walk down the 
meadow into the forest where wildlife, including 
deer, lived.

“O, the rising of the sun 
 And the running of the deer,
The playing of the merry organ,
Sweet singing in the choir.”   

Chorus of the Christmas carol, “The Holly and 
the Ivy” 

One day, as the man of the house was in the 
forest, he discovered a little doe fawn, (as 
often featured on Christmas cards and Advent 
calendars) all alone. Its mother had just been 
shot by hunters.  He carried the little fawn home 
to the house where it was taken care of and given 
a comfortable place to rest.  It was nurtured, 
sucking from a feeding bottle of milk and it was 
given the name, Ilus, after our mother.  

Every time they called to the fawn, she responded 
and she soon became a fond family pet.  As 
time passed, she grew up into as beautiful and 
graceful a yearling as she had been as a tiny 
animal. She was allowed to wander around 
inside and outside the house and was welcomed 
by visitors. The fawn enjoyed being petted and 
would sometimes take a biscuit from a guest’s 
plate in a bid to say ‘hello’. 

One day, however, the house dog, Hector, chased 

the little deer into the 
forest. Unfortunately, 
some hunters were 
in the vicinity and 
they noticed the 
rapid movement 
of the young deer.  
Believing that it 
was a completely 
wild animal, they 
shot her, much to 
the heartrending 
emotional reaction 
from our mother and the whole family.  The story 
could not help but bring to mind the incidents 
portrayed in the very touching films of Bambi and 
The Yearling. 

I regret to relate that sadly no authentic 
photograph was brought from Hungary amongst 
my mother’s treasures to evoke the memory of 
this story.  

Many years after, when our mother passed away 
from this planet Earth to meet her maker and 
ours, we would like to believe that the little fawn 
that meant so much to her and her family, would 
be waiting with God to welcome her, among the 
Blesséd, to be happy ever after in Paradise.

Marika de Pettes 
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Celebrating 85 years 
This was a wonderfully happy occasion where past pupils and staff of all ages mixed cheerfully. The 
special celebration cake was cut by Mrs Margaret Myles (nee Blackwell) who was one of the original 
pupils of the early days of Kilgraston. Thank you to Maggie Saunders for the lovely photos of the 
occasion.

Above: Pippy Tyler (Gordon), Nicky Wishart, Louise Carlyle
Right: Margaret Myles (Blackwell) cuts the cake
Below: Barbara Farquharson rscj, Joan Blue, Joyce Hunter, 
Lindsay Dow
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Sheila Harley (Hay), Margaret Myles (Blackwell) Elizabeth Sclater, Shiona Mackie, 
Margaret Engretetsen, Anna Srinivasan

Emma Hackland, Catriona Gordon Margaret Pope rsc, Margaret Myles

Marika de Pettes, Colette Shevlane, Gloria Wark Rebecca Gilfedder, Roslyn Currie, Annie Bluett

Davina Stewart, Anne Thomson Gay Giulianotti, Michelle McMillan
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Jane Gordon (Rattray), 
President of Kilgraston Association Jennifer Dawson, Anne Jarvie

Joan Blue, Anne Ford, Cathy McLauchlan Moira Vipond (Healy), Kathryn Healy

Anne Marie Losty, Alison Wiffen Betty Brightman (Wilson), Bridget Woolley (Scott)

Emma Kenning (Crauford), Michelle McMillan, 
Lucinda Craig (Stout) Gina Wormald
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