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Dear Parents,

It has been a wonderfully busy term 
with so much varied activity for all 
year groups either individually or 
collectively. We started the term 
celebrating our public exam success 
and finished the term with the beautiful 
Carol Services and Nativity with the 
rather “outsized” Order of Service: the 
printers produced A4 instead of A5!

The determination and commitment 
on our sports fields are true 
characteristics of Kilgraston girls. We 
have enjoyed many wins and many 
gracious defeats but always, the girls 
try their hardest and enjoy every game 
or event. The level of skill that our 
girls display sport, coupled with their 
tremendous teamwork and sense of 
fair play is a great credit to them and 
the sports staff. 

It has been fascinating to watch the 

art projects throughout Prep but 
particularly in the National 5, Higher, 
and ‘A’ level groups as preparations 
progress. We have such gifted artists 
throughout the school and I am always 
grateful that the girls are willing to 
leave some of their creations behind 
as they leave the school. Visitors often 
comment on the outstanding quality of 
the art which is displayed throughout 
the school.

Music has also been such a strength of 
the school this term. The outstanding 
Christmas Carol Concert in Perth 
Concert Hall was a joy to behold. The 
girls’ talent, preparation and poise 
from Reception to the Upper Sixth 
was truly spectacular and I hope you 
are all as proud of your daughters I 
am. 85% of the School performed on 
that evening which is a testimony to 
the enthusiasm for and enjoyment of 
music in the School.

We have had inspirational Masses for 
boarders on Sundays and feast days 
for all girls. Special events such as 
the Lily procession, Remembrance 
Day, quiet reflection breaks and 
the Carol Services have all been 
very moving and bring us back to 
the ethos and core values of our 
community. There have been  many 
other events this term, certainly too 
many to mention in this introduction, 
but I do hope you thoroughly enjoyed 
reading all about them. I congratulate 
the girls and I am grateful to you, and 
the staff who support them, to make 
all this possible.

I wish you all a very happy New Year!

Dorothy MacGinty

KILGRASTON SCOOPS 

TOP SUNDAY TIMES 

AWARD

We are delighted to announce that 
Kilgraston School has been named 
The Sunday Times top ranking 
Scottish independent school 
for Intermediate 2, Highers and 
Advanced Highers, 2015. The title 
is recognition of the outstanding 
academic results that our girls 
achieved due to the exceptional 
level of teaching from our dedicated 
staff. In the same week we were 
also presented with a crystal award 
from Best-Schools for being the 
highest performing independent 
school in Scotland for Highers.  
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On stage with 
Nicola Benedetti
Kilgraston String Ensemble performed 
on stage with one of classical music’s 
most prominent violinists, Nicola 
Benedetti.  Nicola is a champion of the 
Arts and especially young performers 
and this opportunity was one which the 
girls from Kilgraston fully embraced, 
performing Vivaldi’s Concerto in G 
major, Opus 3.  Nicola spoke at the concert about how 
every performer had a personal connection and Andrew 
McGarva, Director of Music at Kilgraston has known Nicola 
since she was 4 years old.  Andrew contacted Nicola 
over the summer to ask if it would be possible to meet 
the Kilgraston musicians but Nicola took this request one 
step further and asked if some of the Kilgraston girls could 
perform with her at the concert.  Andrew said: “Nicola is 
a wonderful role model, so enthusiastic about young 

performers having opportunities to perform and I knew this 
would be an unforgettable experience for our girls.  We 
have our annual concert in Perth Concert Hall and they 
have performed there before but to be in rehearsals and 
then on stage with Nicola was a real personal highlight for 
all of our girls.”  After the concert Nicola spent time with the 
girls talking with them about the experience, congratulating 
them on their performance and encouraging them to keep 
performing.

Music Overiew
The girls have been very busy this term, in addition to 
the Nicola Benedetti concert our musicians performed 
to the members of St Mary’s Church in Birnam where 
the Madrigal group and a number of our top soloists 
performed an excellent afternoon recital. On a cold 
November morning 6 of our top pianists plus Victoria 
Yeung on violin performed a recital of the highest quality 
for the Perth Cathedral Music Society.  This was followed 
later in the month with our annual St Cecilia’s concert in 
school where the Fiddle group, Jazz Band, Senior Choir, 
Prep Choir and Chamber ensemble performed. The 
evening was enhanced further by a feature on the school’s 
outstanding crop of piano players.  The Sunday following 
this the Madrigal group entertained the congregation of  
Holy Name Church in Oakley.  The highlight of the term 
was the annual Christmas Concert in Perth Concert Hall 
where the orchestra, girls and staff choir, performed to an 
audience of over 1000.  The night was filled with musical 
excellence and festive cheer with the grand finale of Take 
That’s ‘Never Forget’ involving everyone in the Concert 
Hall.

Music News
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Christmas Carol Concert 
Perth Concert Hall

Brilliant 10/10 it gets 
better every year! 

A Brattesani
(Online Review)

Brilliant on all 
fronts - each item 
was beautifully 
performed and 
a great mixed 
programme. 
Z Kemp
(Online Review)
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Sports News
Hockey
This term we have been extremely 
busy with all our fixtures across 
the sports and in hockey this has 
produced some excellent play.  
From our Under 11 team to Senior 
1st XI the dedication from the girls 
is wonderful.

The Senior 1st team had 
wins against St Leonards and 
Morrison’s Academy at the start of 
the season and we were delighted 
to come 3rd equal in the Midland 
Senior hockey tournament losing 1 
– 0 in the semi-final to Dollar.

Wednesdays are our Prep fixture 
days and we love the away games, 
with the singing on the bus, as well 
as home games when we welcome 
teams from all over Scotland.

At the start of October Kilgraston 
was represented by 5 girls in the 
Midland Inter District competition – 
Katie Stott in Under 18’s and Emily 
Dark, Daisy Foniciello, Catriona 
Roberts and Ellie Stott in the Under 
16’s team.   All the girls played well 
with the Under 16’s winning the 
tournament and Emily Dark voted 
the Player of the Tournament 
,having scored another amazing 
goal in the final.  Under 18’s came 
2nd behind East District.

Our L5/U4 team won in the Midland 
Knock Out Cup first round in a nail 
biting game after a 3 – 3 result at 
the final whistle.   Then we moved 
to running penalties and again a 
draw… so it was down to sudden 
death penalties and we won the 

game!!  Next round is Strathallan 
in the semi final in the New Year.

WOSPS v Dandylions games were 
hosted here at Kilgraston School 
,and with a wonderful number of 
girls involved, it was a superb day.   

Finally, this term we have indoor 
hockey. Our Senior girls finished 
2nd in the tournament against 
large schools and clubs so well 
done to all of the players.

Next term we are really looking 
forward to the Under 13 and Under 
11 tournaments when we have 10 
teams and 8 teams respectively 
coming to Kilgraston and then our 
Senior tournament with 5 teams 
battling for the title!

Well done to all the staff and thank 
you so much to all the girls for their 
dedication and effort. Swimming

Swimming at Kilgraston this term has been 
awash with successes for girls in lessons, 
training and competition.  In extra-curricular 
classes, the pupils continue to push and 
challenge themselves improving their 
strength, stamina and stroke development 
across all categories.  In training, the cache 
of interested pupils continues to rise in 
number and we are seeing some excellent 
signs of talent shining through from our 
Prep classes to keep an eye on for the 
future.

We were in attendance at one swim meet 
this term for the GSA swimming gala in 
Edinburgh where we achieved third place.  
Against a field of very competitive club 
swimmers we achieved some excellent 
personal performances with great team 
spirit.  Next term we will be in attendance 
at the MES gala with an additional two 
competitions at home, our Annual Prep 
School Invitational and the coveted 
Interhouse event.

From an individual standpoint, Caitlin 
Stocks (L2), Freya Howgate (U3), Katherine 
Bailey (U3) and Shona Graham (L4) have 
achieved recent successes in both club and 
district competition.  For Freya and Shona 
this involves qualification for national 
championships and this is a fantastic 
achievement.

MINI-CAMPS
SWIMMING

8/9/10 February 2016
28th March - 1st April 2016

4th April - 8th April 2016

HOCKEY
Hockey (Residential)
Day Camp available

28th March - 30th March 2016

EQUESTRIAN
28th March - 1st April 2016

4th April - 8th April 2016

TENNIS
8/9/10 February 2016 

(10 and under)
28th March - 1st April 2016

(All ages to 18)

Contact minicamps@kilgraston.com
 for more details
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Equestrian
We have had a really busy term 
over at the equestrian centre, 
between the girls extra curricular 
lessons, weekly clinics with outside 
instructors, ‘own a pony days’ during 
the October holidays and of course 
interschool’s competitions. Our riding 
arena received improvement works 
in September with a fabulous new 
surface being laid, it has made a huge 
difference and has even withstood 
the huge amounts of rain we have 
had recently. September saw us host 
the first ever Kilgraston Interschool’s 
Hunter trials which was a real 
success and we look forward having 
it as an annual fixture. In October we 
warmly welcomed local Pony Club, 
Strathearn’s games team to train 
at our facilities. Heather Halley, a 
Kilgraston pupil was a member of the 
elite games team who had qualified 
for the Horse of the Year Show. 
Strathearn had fought off another 250 
teams to gain 1 of the 6 places in the 

final which just shows the level they 
are at. The last weekend in November 
we had 3 teams competing in a local 
team show jumping competition with 
good results, 2 team 5th’s and 1 team 
2nd which was only 4 seconds off a 
1st place. We have some fantastic 
young riders coming up the grades 
in both the Prep and Senior school 
so are very excited to see what 2016 
brings with interschool’s competitions.

Tennis
It has been a very busy term in the 
Tennis Academy, the girls have 
worked on all the fundamentals and 
spent lots of time practicing serving, 
volleying and learning how to compete 
through game based practices.  

There has been success at school, 
club and county level and the girls 
have continued to show great team 
spirit and sportsmanship. 

The Tennis Academy is always 
welcoming new members. If you are 
interested in playing tennis please 
email Billy McNeil.

tennis@kilgraston.com

Extra Curricular
Round up

Our extra curricular programme 
is thriving both at lunchtimes and 
after school and we are delighted 
to welcome Mrs Orla Beaton to 
work with the girls at the Yoga Club 
on Wednesdays after school.   Also 
this term George Brown and Grant 
Pettigrew are training the girls at 

the Climbing wall on Tuesday from 
4.30pm so please feel free to try out if 
this is something of interest.

We are always delighted to see new 
faces along at the clubs, whether it be 
Zumba, Karate, Climbing Wall, Ballet, 
Fencing, Highland Dance or Football 
so if you have not tried a club yet girls, 
please come along and join in the fun.

Netball
This term has been jam packed 
with exciting netball Scottish Cup 
fixtures.  The L4 have had their first 
taste of Scottish Cup action.  The girls 
unfortunately lost a challenging fixture 
against High School of Dundee. They 
then drew against Monifieth 16-16 in 
an incredibly close fixture.  We look 
forward to finding out whether the 
L4 girls are in the Silver or Bronze 
section next term.  The U4 team have 
had an exciting term of Cup games, 
after winning the Silver section last 
year.  They narrowly lost to Strathallan 
but won convincingly against High 
School of Dundee.  The result of their 
last fixture will determine the section 
they will play in.  The L5 have had 
a challenging draw, losing out to a 
Strong Woodmill School.  They drew 
against Balwearie High School, after 
a last second goal.  The L5 girls will 
progress to the bronze section.

This is the first year we have entered a 
2nd Senior team into the Scottish Cup.  
The girls had a tough draw, losing to a 
very strong Madras, Strathallan 1 and 
Perth Grammar.  They will progress 
to the Bronze section.  However, the 
2nds were on excellent form in their 
friendly against Gordonstoun 2s this 
term, winning convincingly! The 1sts 

have performed very well in the group 
stages of the cup.  The girls had a 
tough game against Arbroath who are 
previous winners of the gold section.  
The 1sts had excellent performances, 
winning against Strathallan 2s and 
Carnoustie.  We look forward to 
confirmation as to whether the girls 
have made it to the Gold or Silver 
section next term.

Well done to all the netball girls 
and thank you to all of the staff who 
have assisted Miss Seatter with this 
term’s fixtures. Bring on the knock out 
fixtures next term and here’s to having 
a Kilgraston team at the finals day for 
the 4th year running!
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Cross Country
In October, we had a wonderfully successful whole school 
Cross country on a glorious afternoon and the winners were: 
Emily Dark, Senior Cross country champion followed closely 
in second place by Daisy Foniciello with Alice Wilson third.  
The Prep School champion was Katie Nicholson followed in 
second place by Joni Dalrymple. 

Nearly every pupil from Reception to Upper 6 completed the 
course and congratulations are given to all competitors.



Autumn Term Newsletter 2015 7

Sixth Form News
Sixth Form Society 
Events
Our Sixth Form Society evenings 
have been a resounding success 
this term.  The opportunity to 
combine an inspirational speaker 
and make new friends with pupils 
from Merchiston and Queen 
Victoria School in a social setting 
has proved extremely popular.  

In September, 130 students and 
staff from Kilgraston, Merchiston 
and Unison World School (UWS) 
attended a Sixth Form Society 
evening for a social supper with 
an after dinner speaker.  Katie 
Banham spoke to the society 
about “Is risk taking gender 
determined?”. The talk challenged 
perceptions of risk and proved 
to be a fascinating insight into a 
highly relevant topic.
 
Katie Banham is a chartered 
psychologist who specialises in 
strengths-focussed approaches 
to leadership. She is past chair 
of Occupational Psychologists 
in Scotland and a BBC Scotland 
expert on the psychology of 
potential. She set up ‘Learning to 
Flourish’ in 2012 to bring together 
contemporary psychological 
research and 20 years’ experience 
working with multinationals 
including BP, Diageo and HSBC in 
the UK, Australia, India and Japan. 
The Learning to Flourish DRIVE™ 
psychometric enables leaders to 
understand and harness 

their distinctive strengths to 
take meaningful risks in today’s  
increasingly complex and 
competitive world.

In December,  over seventy 
Kilgraston students from Lower 
and Upper Sixth attended along 
with invited guests from Queen 
Victoria School, Dunblane.  Our 
speaker, The Revd. Wealands Bell 
spoke on a topical issue chosen 
by the pupils: “Human Suffering 
and Religious Violence – What’s to 
believe?”. Staff and students alike, 
were entertained by his clever wit 
and scholarly insight, enlightening 
and encouraging each of us to 
challenge popular belief and 
search for a deeper understanding 
of the world in which we live.

We look forward to hosting two 
more Sixth Form Society events 
next term as well as the infamous 
Kilgraston Ball.

UCAS
So far this term our Upper Sixth students 
have applied for a broad range of 
undergraduate degree programmes 
ranging from Medicine, Natural Sciences 
and Engineering to Politics, French and 
Geography.  

Almost all of our Upper Sixth have now 
applied through UCAS, with many receiving 
fantastic offers at prestigious universities. 
Approximately 50% have received at least 
one unconditional offer from Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee and 
Newcastle along with conditional offers from 
Leeds, Loughborough and Bath, to name 
but a few.  Given the competitive nature 
of university entry this is a tremendous 
achievement and a fitting testament to the 
hard work invested by the girls and staff.
  
Key highlights to date include a student 
who has been made offers to study at the 
Scottish and Welsh Conservatoires, a high 
accolade indeed and three other students 
who have been invited to interview at 
Oxford and Cambridge University.  
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Nursery & Prep Photos
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Charity News

It has been a very busy term for 
fundraising activities in the Nursery, 
Prep and Senior School. 

In October, our girls and staff baked 
cakes for the Macmillan Coffee 
Morning and raised  £141.40.

In November, for Children in Need the 
U3rd girls put on a cake sale and raffle 
which raised an incredible £537.00. 
Including the money raised from the  
Home Clothes Day, Kilgraston sent off 
a cheque totalling £782.00 to Children 
in Need. 
 

At the end of November, after 
several weeks of hard work, the Prep 
School sent off 105 shoeboxes to 
the Blysthwood appeal. These were 
then distributed to countries such as 
Bulgaria, Romania and India.

At the end of term the whole school 
took part in Christmas Jumper Day, 
raising money for Save the Children. 

2016 will be another busy year for 
charity events, in February we are 
hosting our Charity Fashion Show, 
raising money for Mary’s Meals. 

Please keep up-to-date on future 
chairty events by following the 
Facebook page. 
www.facebook.com/kilgrastonschool

School News
Unison World School 
Visit
At the start of term we welcomed girls 
and staff from Unison World School 
(UWS) in India for three weeks to 
experience boarding life at Kilgraston. 

A full itinerary was in place for 
their visit so they could experience 
Scottish education and culture. A 
timetable of activities was organised, 
from traditional dancing to cultural 
trips to Stirling and Edinburgh. In the 
final week, UWS put on a fabulous 
evening of dancing for pupils, staff 
and parents giving us all an insight 
into their culture. 

The visit has established strong 
foundations for the future of our 
exchange programme and plans 
are now being made for not only the 
return visit next year but also the 
projects that are being organised for 
joint learning across the continents.

Girls triumph at Dundee 
Wearable Art
Girls from Kilgraston worked tirelessly 
over several weeks to create their 
masterpieces and their hard work 
certainly paid off.  Seven of the girls 
made the grand final and the following 
students walked away, on top, in the 
following categories:

First in the Technology Section 
Samantha Bryan
Best use of recycled materials
Samantha Bryan
First in the Environment Section
Gabrielle von Waldburg

Library 

The library poetry competition for 
National Poetry Day had a record 
number of entries on this year’s theme 

of light.  It was very difficult to judge 
between the poems as they were all 
of such a high quality – in the end the 
joint winners were Alex Brattesani 
(U4), Jenny Caplan (L6) and Gemma 
Collins (U4). Refurbishment in the 
library has proved popular and there 
is increased use and borrowing of 
resources.  Activities this term have 
included a display created by the 
library prefects to mark National 
Poetry Day in glass square, U5 
Biologists researching projects 
using the science books and library 
monitors writing book reviews.
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Trip to Florence and 
Venice
During the October Half Term the 
Art Department (Miss MacLeod and 
Ms Martin) and I, with Miss Losty 
as back up spent a wonderful week 
first in Venice and then in Florence 
with 20 girls.  It would be almost 
quicker to tell you what we did NOT 
see on our travels – suffice to say a 
rather wonderful time was had by all 
and much pizza and ice cream was 
consumed en route.

We arrived in Venice in the evening 
(sadly none of our luggage managed 
to take the same plane) and were 
transported directly from the airport to 
our Hotel by boat. For our first day the 
weather was beautiful and we went to 
Verona to see the amphitheatre and 
of course “Juliet’s House” then finally 
the Giardino Giusti which reach right 
up a hill to afford a wonderful view of 
the whole city.

During our stay in Venice we attended 
a Vivaldi concert in the Scuola 
Grande di San Teodoro in which all 
the musicians wore 18th Century 

Costume, we had a guided tour of the 
Peggy Guggenheim Gallery, a spin in 
a gondola, which was apparently the 
highlight for many of our party! We 
toured the Doges’ Palace, including 
Bridge of Sighs and the dungeons, 
San Marco and of course there was 
some shopping time.We also spent 
a day going out to the Islands of 
the Lagoon (Torcello, Burano and 
Murano) which would have been even 
more wonderful had it not poured with 
rain!

On our way to Pisa we had a tour 
of the Basilica of St Antony in 
Padua (magnificent) and on our first 
afternoon there walked up to the 
Piazza Michelangelo in order to get a 
really good view of the city. We had 
a day trip to Pisa and the final day 
was shared between sculpture and 
sightseeing in Florence.

Mrs Bluett
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News from the Chaplain
The lead up to Christmas is a very busy time in the Chapel, 
we began with our Lily Procession on the 29th November 
which signifies the countdown to Christmas in Kilgraston.  
The girls processed and sung beautifully in a very moving 
service, nothing can quite match the moment when you 
are sitting surrounded by candlelight with the girls singing 
in Latin. On Wednesday the 9th December the Lower Sixth 
Caritas girls led the boarders in a very reflective prayer 
service, it was a perfect moment of stillness in what has 
been a very busy time for all.  It was lovely to hear the 
girls leading prayers in their own languages, it was a real 
celebration of the international diversity within Kilgraston.  
Another such reminder of how internationally inclusive we 
are was recognised in our Mass to celebrate the feast day 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  This is a very important feast 
day for our Mexican pupils and they led us in a beautiful 
liturgy.  It was amazing to see the whole school singing and 
taking part in Mass in Spanish and was a true measure of 
the respect the girls have for their international Kilgraston 
sisters.  
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World Challenge Training

Duke of Edinburgh
It  has been great to see new faces in Silver and Gold 
groups this year as well as a new group of Bronze 
participants.  This term the girls have focused on choosing 
activities for their DofE Award (volunteering, physical and 
skill sections) and as ever they have impressed with a wide 
range of interesting and worthwhile choices.  The Bronze 
and Silver groups have also been on a training day walk 
practicing navigation and orienteering as well as building 
teamwork skills.  This year we will also be running a Gold 
Canoe expedition for U6 participants – and preparations 
for this are going very well, with training starting next term.  
Next term the groups will be learning and developing skills 
for the expedition section.

World Challenge Team
This term the World Challenge team have worked hard 
fundraising and training for the upcoming Expedition to 
Nepal.  The girls developed crucial expedition skills and 
developed teamwork and independence at a challenging 
training weekend in Aviemore.  Fundraising events have 
also been a huge focus this term and the team have run 
bake sales and home clothes days as well as stalls at the 
Christmas Concert, St Cecilia’s concert and at the Dundee 
Mountain Film Festival.  Balancing all of these events 
alongside school work and extra-curricular activities has 
been a challenge but the girls have worked well together 
and made themselves proud.  The team will be running 
more events up until the departure date in June so please 
watch this space for more updates!  Well done to the whole 
team! www.facebook.com/kilgrastonnepal2016

Bronze DofE


